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ACTION NEA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI AE-IO ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-08 INR-IO 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-OI OMB-01 SAA-OI SES-02 
DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 SSM-03 /094W 

001077 140529Z/12 

R 131457Z SEP 78 
PM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9657 
INEO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONPIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OP 02 DAMASCUS 05378 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, SY,XP 

SUBJECT: QUESTIONS ON PALESTINIAN POPULATION CONCENTRA- 
TIONS LOCATED IN MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES 
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PAGE 02 DAMASC 05378 01 OP 02 140448Z 

REF: STATE 218639 

SYRIAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT RELEASE STATISTICS ON NUMBERS 
OP PALESTINIANS RESIDENT IN SYRIA, NOR DOES IT DISCRIMI- 
NATE IN ANY LEGAL PASHION OTHER THAN TO DENY PALESTINIANS 
CITIZENSHIP. POLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE PEGGED TO SUB-PARAS 
REFTEL: 
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A) NO LESS THAN 250,000 PALESTINIANS ARE RESIDENT IN 
SYRIA. BIRTH RATE BELIEVED SLIGHTLY LOWER THAN SYRIAN 
RATE. THERE IS NO UNEMPLOYMENT OF PALESTINIANS OR SYRIANS 
IN SYRIA. 

B) CHARACTERISTICS OF PALESTINIAN WORKERS DOES NOT DIEFER 
IN ANY SIGNIFICANT RESPECT EROM SYRIAN WORKERS. POSSIBLY 
SKILL LEVELS MAY BE SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN AVERAGE OF TOTAL 
SYRIAN WORK FORCE. 

C) TOGETHER WITH OTHER SYRIAN WORKERS, MANY PALESTINIANS 
HAVE LEET SYRIA FOR HIGHER-PAID EMPLOYMENT IN THE ARABIAN 
PENINSULA. 

D) THERE ARE NO LEGAL RESTRICTIONS PLACED ON PALESTINIAN 
WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES OTHER THAN THOSE IMPOSED BY 
VIRTUE OE NOT BEING CITIZENS. SOCIALLY, PALESTINIANS ARE 
ALMOST INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM SYRIANS. CHILDREN BORN IN 
SYRIA OF A PALESTINIAN EATHER ARE PALESTINIANS AND CARRY A 
LAISSEZ-PASSEZ ISSUED BY THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL TRAVEL. 

E) SYRIAN GOVERNMENT EMPLOYS PALESTINIANS WITHOUT DIS- 
CRIMINATION EXCEPT IN LIMITED NUMBER OF TOP POLICY OR 
SECURITY POSITIONS. GIVEN SYRIA'S COMMITMENT TO THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PALESTINIAN CAUSE, WE SEE NO LIKELIHOOD OF A CHANGE IN 
THIS POLICY IN THE ABSENCE OF A PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

F) SYRIANS DO NOT HAVE PROBLEMS WITH PALESTINIAN WORKERS 
PER SE. PALESTINIANS HAVE BEEN A PART OF THE LABOR FORCE 
SINCE 1948. SYRIAN POPULAR PERCEPTIONS OF PALESTINIANS 
ARE AFFECTED BY POLITICAL, NOT ECONOMIC, FACTORS. 

G) EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND TRAINING FOR PALESTINIAN 
YOUTH IN SYRIA ARE IDENTICAL TO THOSE AVAILABLE TO 
SYRIANS. WE KNOW OF NO QUOTAS OR OTHER RESTRICTIVE 
PRACTICES. WE HAVE NO STATISTICS ON PROPORTION OF PALES- 
TINIAN YOUTH ATTENDING HIGH SCHOOL AND HIGHER INSTITU- 
TIONS ABROAD, BUT ASSUME THEY ARE AGAIN SLIGHTLY HIGHER 
THAN SYRIAN AVERAGE. 

H) WE KNOW OF NO PLANS FOR SYRIAN GOVERNMENT TO AFFECT 
THE NUMBER OF WORKING PALESTINIANS IN THE COUNTRY. 

I) IN FASHION IDENTICAL TO SYRIAN WORKERS, PALESTINIANS 
RESIDENT IN SYRIA GO ABROAD TO SEEK HIGHER WAGES. THERE 
ARE A FEW, PRIMARILY CHRISTIAN MERCHANTS, WHO SEEK TO 
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LEAVE FOR THE WEST BECAUSE OF FEARS FOR THE FUTURE. HOW- 
EVER, SYRIAN MERCHANTS ARE DOING THE SAME. 

J) WE HAVE NO IDEA WHATSOEVER OF PERCENTAGE OF PALES- 
TINIAN POPULATION STILL LIVING IN REFUGEE CAMPS. CAMPS 
IN DAMASCUS, IN FACT, ARE LITTLE DIFFERENT FROM NEIGHBOR- 
ING LOWER-CLASS SUBURBS. ONLY ADVANTAGE TO STAYING IN 
THE CAMPS IS THAT RENT IS FREE AND HOUSING IS SHORT FOR 
EVERYONE IN SYRIA. WE UNDERSTAND LAND ON WHICH CAMPS ARE 
LOCATED IS PRIVATELY OWNED ON LONG-TERM RENTS TO SYRIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND COULD PROBABLY NOT BE TRANSEERRED TO CUR- 
RENT TENANTS. PALESTINIANS LIVING IN THE CITY ARE COM- 
PLETELY INDISTINGUISHABLE EROM THEIR NEIGHBORS AND NOT 
CONCENTRATED IN NEIGHBORHOODS. 
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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-OI AF-10 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-08 INR-IO 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 SAA-01 SES-02 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-01 L-03 NSC-05 PA-OI SP-02 SS-15 ICA-Il SSM-03 
OMB-01 /094W 

001073 140528Z/12 

R 131457Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9658 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
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AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 DAMASCUS 05378 

K) THE FACTORS THAT ARE AGAINST ASSIMILATION OE 
PALESTINIANS INTO THE LOCAL SOCIETY ARE ESSENTIALLL 
POLITICAL. HOWEVER, IT IS APPARENT THAT NEITHER THE 
PALESTINIANS NOR THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT HAS ANY DESIRE TO 
CHANGE THEM. SEELYE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 05378 02 OF 02 I40448Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PALESTINIANS, POPULATION DATA, ARAB STATES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DAMASC05378 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780373-0542 

Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780973/aaaacigl.tel 

Line Count: 192 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 04d5df51-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 218639 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1457349 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OUESTIONS ON PALESTINIAN POPULATION CONCENTRA- TIONS LOCATED IN MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES CONFIDENTIAL 
TAGS: ELAB, SY, XF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/04d5df51 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



